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H

How do you accessorize? Is it more about
the clothes you wear or the extras on the
bike? Shop for motorcycle accessories
like covers, luggage, mirrors, stands,
alarms, battery chargers and helmet
cameras. Shop for yourself, accessories
like t-shirts, pants, headbands, gloves,
rain gear and so on. Harley Davidson
has many options for what you wear and
dressing up your bike. There are catalogs
and websites devoted just for today’s
motorcyclist. So many options, you can
stick with Harley Davidson brand or
branch out to other brands and manuOCTOBER 2017
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factures. With so many options you and
your bike can be as plain or unique as
you want.
Motorcycle accessories come in all
shapes and sizes for all types of bikes. I
personally don’t care for the flashy bling
or even chrome on my bike. I can go
to the parts department and order all
the parts that I need to convert all the
chrome parts into black parts. On the
flip side if you are into the flash there
are just as many, if not more options for
you to choose from. The point is the
bike is yours and just like a home you
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can decorate it anyway you want to (or
can afford lol).
Have you ever thought of decorating
for holidays? There is a Ghost Ride this
month that will give you just that opportunity. October is Halloween month
and Julie Klotz, of Boardtracker Harley
Davidson, brought the idea of the ride
and it has added extras to it. How about
putting some scary decorations on your
bike? You could add a “broom stick”,
add clings, add some more black and orange, the possibilities are endless. How
will you decorate your bike?r
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Hello fellow riders. As the riding season
is coming to an end for most of us, let’s
cover a few fall riding safety tips you
should keep in mind.
• Hazard Awareness: Maintain a constant awareness. Pay attention to
even the slightest potential hazard
such as driveways, intersections,
blind curves, hillcrests, parked cars,
children, and animals, vehicles following you, potholes, road debris,
and oncoming traffic.
• Wet Weather: Carry raingear with
you. Riding dry is more comfortable
and less distracting. After extended
dry periods, a rain will bring up oil
from the pavement making the surface very slippery. Watch for standing water, gear up, slow down, create
distance, and stay focused.
• Fallen Leaves: Leaves can present an
unassuming hazard as they can make
a roadway slick. People venturing
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out to see fall colors may be distracted and not fully paying attention to
other vehicles, especially watching
out for motorcycles. A reduction in
speed and maintaining awareness
could make all the difference.
Deer Season: Remember that harvested crops, farm equipment, hunters, and breeding season will put
deer on the move. Scan the roadway
and just off the shoulders for deer
and deer crossings. Deer movement
routinely peaks at dusk and dawn.
Areas where crops or timber are
relatively close to the road will present the greatest challenge. These are
ideal places for deer to cross and will
provide the shortest reaction time.
Frost: Fall brings variable weather
conditions. A lot of time the midday
temps may be warm and comfortable for riding, but overnight temps
may get near freezing. Be cognizant
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in mornings and evenings, and especially be alert on elevated surfaces
such as railroad crossings, bridges,
and in shady areas where sunlight
might not have melted the frost.
Ice: It’s a clear day, you have warm
riding gear, and even though the
temperature is at or below freezing,
you decide to take a motorcycle ride.
Even though there hasn’t been any
rain or snow, ice can form on the
roadway very quickly from a number of sources. Fog, spilled beverages
and leaking vehicle fluids can result
in ice patches.
Dress for Success: Temperatures will
drop as the sun begins to set. It’s a
good idea to carry cold weather gear
with you just in case you get detained
or simply ride longer than you anticipated. Cold, shivering, or stiff are huge
distractions, therefore a safety issue!
Ride safe my friends!r
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